
AYLUS Cinco Ranch Book List ( Updated December 26, 2020) 
 
To Live​ is a novel written by Chinese novelist Yu Hua in 1993. It describes the 
struggles endured by the son of a wealthy land-owner, Fugui, while historical events 
caused and extended by the Chinese Revolution are fundamentally altering the nature of 
Chinese society. 
 
 
 
Ready Player One ​is a dystopian novel written by Enerst Cline. This book is set ​In 
2045. The planet is on the brink of chaos and collapse, but people find salvation in the 
OASIS: an expansive virtual reality universe created by eccentric James Halliday. When 
Halliday dies, he promises his immense fortune to the first person to discover a digital 
Easter egg that's hidden somewhere in the OASIS. When young Wade Watts joins the 
contest, he finds himself becoming an unlikely hero in a reality-bending treasure hunt 
through a fantastical world of mystery, discovery and danger. 
 
A Man Called Ove​ is a 2012 novel by Fredrik Backman, a Swedish columnist, blogger 
and writer. It was published in English in 2013. The English version reached the New 
York Times Best Seller list 18 months after it was published and stayed on the list for 
42 weeks. 
 
 
 
 
The Namesake​ by Jhumpa Lahiri . ​After moving from Calcutta to New York, members 
of the Ganguli family maintain a delicate balancing act between honoring the traditions 
of their native India and blending into American culture. Although parents Ashoke 
(Irrfan Khan) and Ashima (Tabu) are proud of the sacrifices they make to give their 
offspring opportunities, their son Gogol (Kal Penn) strives to forge his own identity 
without forgetting his heritage. 
 
 
Beartown​ is a novel by Fredrik Backman. The novel presents a combination of hockey 
and literature. The story follows the events leading up to the rape of a 15-year-old girl 
by a star junior hockey player, and the consequences for the victim, the players, their 
families, friends, and the community which has a long-standing reputation as a hockey 
town. 
 
 
 
The Social Animal​ is an APA-medal winning book about social psychology by Elliot 
Aronson. Originally published in 1972, The Social Animal is currently in its twelfth 
edition.  



 
Cat's Cradle​ is a satirical postmodern novel, with science fiction elements, by 
American writer Kurt Vonnegut. Vonnegut's fourth novel, it was first published in 
1963, exploring and satirizing issues of science, technology, the purpose of religion, 
and the arms race, often through the use of black humor. 
 
 
 
 
Nineteen Eighty-Four: ​A Novel, often published as 1984, is a dystopian social 
science fiction novel by English novelist George Orwell. It was published on 8 June 
1949 by Secker & Warburg as Orwell's ninth and final book completed in his lifetime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Soy Sauce for Beginners ​by Kirstin Chen, reveals the triumphs and sacrifices that shape 
one woman’s search for a place to call home, and the unexpected art and tradition behind 
the brewing of a much-used but unsung condiment. The result is a foodie love story that 
will give readers a hearty appreciation for family loyalty and fresh starts. 
 
 
 
 
 
The book ​What We Were Promised ​by Lucy Tan is set in modern Shanghai, a debut by a 
Chinese-American writer about a prodigal son whose unexpected return forces his newly 
wealthy family to confront painful secrets and unfulfilled promises. 
 
After years of chasing the American dream, the Zhen family has moved back to China. Settling 
into a luxurious serviced apartment in Shanghai, Wei, Lina, and their daughter, Karen, join an 
elite community of Chinese-born, Western-educated professionals who have returned to a 
radically transformed city. 


